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tracts.144 He calls for a true "ordre <public international^
determinative of conflicts law in all countries, instead of for
individual states. There has never been doubt about the de-
sirability of mutual respect for legislation. But the slowness
of development in this field has evident reasons. Probably,
we have to be satisfied in the near future with a prudent ex-
pansion of the idea that violation of foreign law may be
immoral.
International treaties. The normal way of securing inter-
national assistance for the purposes of a state is, of course,
the conclusion of treaties. For example, the United States
made eleven treaties to improve its opportunities for inspect-
ing and arresting vessels suspected of carrying alcohol.145 Also
a few multipartite conventions for the suppression of smug-
gling have been signed.1416
This suggests a final consideration. We have discussed
the Brussels Convention sanctioning the Hague Rules and
the satisfactory middle course achieved in dealing with lia-
bility of shipowners. Certain concessions have been suggested,
recognizing prohibitions imposed by nonparticipant states on
the inclusion of exemption clauses in bills of lading.147 It
should be expected that also, vice versa, states remaining
aloof from the multipartite treaty, nevertheless respect the
Hague Rules as adopted in the port of dispatch. If they do
not apply the law of this port as the law of the contract in
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